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CURRENT LITER A TURE 7 $ 

The Study of the Old Testament. 

One of the best recent attempts to explain and to justify the mod- 
ern conception of the Bible as obtained by the historical study of it 
is Professor John E. McFadyen's new book, Old Testament Criticism 
and the Christian Church. The necessity and value of the historical 
study of the Old Testament he thus describes : All that is deepest and 
dearest in our faith comes from the New Testament ; and every great 
truth of the New Testament finds its historical preparation and sup- 
port in the Old Testament. This is the place of the Old Testament 
in our faith, and a position corresponding to its importance to our 
faith must the study of it hold in every school of learning which pro- 
fesses to train men for the ministry of Christ and his church. But, 
while a clear view of the task to be performed is the first requisite to 
the successful performance of it, it also brings us face to face with the 
necessity of selecting a method which will conserve all the interests 
at stake. A great French critic remarked that it was at once "the 
privilege and danger of Semitic students to touch on the most impor- 
tant problems of the history of humanity." It is the privilege — for 
the greatest study of mankind is God, with the religion, the people, 
the Christ through whom he has made himself known ; and the 
danger — for here the sin that so easily besets is the temptation to tra- 
ditionalism on the one hand, and on the other to a rash disregard of 
the gathered experience of the past. But so long as we remember 
that the true end of all our study of the Old Testament is religious, in 
the great words of St. Paul, "that the man of God may be complete, 
furnished completely unto every good work ; " so long as we recognize 
that sound criticism cannot deprive us, and does not seek to deprive 
us, of the substance of the revelation, but strives merely to set it in its 
own light, we shall see that we have everything to gain and nothing 
to fear from the application of a rigorously scientific method. 

While the criticism of the Old Testament is not of yesterday, the 
pressure of its problems has never been so keenly felt as today; and 
it would be fighting with the spirit of our time and of our God to 
reject, in the study of his Word, those principles and methods which 
have widened our knowledge and deepened our wonder in the study 
of his world. The problems of the Old Testament were not created 
by the critics, but by the facts ; they are felt, not only by the profes- 
sional scholar, but by everyone who reads his Bible with ordinary care 
and with an open mind. What we have to do in the interests of our 
faith is not to suppress the problems — indeed we cannot — but to face 
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them, and, if possible, to solve them. Many of the old landmarks 
have been removed, but the land remains, every inch of it. It may 
have to be redistributed ; but its redistribution will only make it a 
more real possession, by giving us order for confusion. Reconstruc- 
tion cannot destroy the history; it can only make it more lucid and 
helpful. 

Criticism is only a means, to be everywhere — at least in biblical 
scholarship — subordinated to a moral and religious end. Its aim is 
constructive; the need for it is imperative; the result of it is to make 
many a rough place plain, and to remove many a stumbling block 
from the path of honest doubt. But the criticism which will do that for 
us must be a sane criticism, which knows its own limitations, which 
will not mistake caprice for logic, or substitute theory for fact. It will 
recognize that behind the history and the literature with which it is its 
province to deal, are the throbbings of a life which it cannot explain, 
but must accept; and that the criticism which would truly interpret 
the literature must be possessed of the same spirit as that which inspired 
it. Our search for truth is sustained by Christ's promise of the Spirit 
who leads into all the truth. 



Peter's Confession at Caesarea Philippi. 

In an article in the May number of the Expositor Professor A. E. 
Garvie, D.D., considers "The Companionship of the Twelve." The 
significance of the confession of Jesus' Messiahship which Peter made 
just before the transfiguration was, he says, of the utmost importance 
to Jesus for two reasons. Therein a beginning was made of the Chris- 
tian community, the people of the Messiah, who would bear witness to, 
and do work for, him in the world. As the first members of the Chris- 
tian church in virtue of their confession as the result of their disciple- 
ship, Peter and those for whom he spoke are described as the rock on 
which the church would be built. No privilege peculiar to Peter, or 
transmissible by him alone, was by these words conferred. There was 
simply indicated the function of the disciples as apostles after the 
resurrection, when by their testimony and influence the congregation 
of believers with them in the Christ was firmly established and widely 
extended. The confidence of Jesus in the constancy and sincerity of 
the faith of the disciples is most strikingly shown in this prophecy of 
a community, that no power even from the Unseen could dissolve, 
neither his own death nor the deaths of these disciples. Another rea- 
son for Jesus' satisfaction in this confession was, that he could now lay 



